Upper Valley Life Will Debut in March

Hanover, NH – January 26, 2006 – The team that launched Kearsarge Magazine (www.kearsargemagazine.com) in August 2005 is planning a second publication for 2006: Upper Valley Life. This bi-monthly magazine will cover people, places and events of Upper Valley towns located up and down the Connecticut River. The first issue will debut in March.

“We don’t stop at the Hanover/Lebanon boundaries, and we don’t segment by zip code to target the area’s wealthier areas,” says Laura Jean Whitcomb, editor of Upper Valley Life. “Upper Valley Life covers all towns in the Upper Valley. We believe that every resident has a story to tell.”

The team brings a unique concept to an entrepreneurial publishing business: Giving back to the community. Once profitable, the magazine hopes to launch the “Upper Valley Life Gives Back” program to help community organizations with marketing support, advertising strategies and financial contributions. Advertisers, writers, photographers and illustrators are all part of the Upper Valley Life team as the magazine promotes and supports the growing creative economy in the area.

“Business is about trust, commitment, communication and service,” says Mark Cookson, advertising sales and production. “I think of companies, like Ben & Jerry’s, that involved their employees, encouraged feedback and grew from a concept that revolved around ethics. It is a sound philosophy, and Upper Valley Life plans to do the same.”

The UV Life team includes:

· Mark Cookson, Hanover, N.H. Cookson has been associated with the printing industry since 1979, and spent 10 years at Dartmouth College managing the prepress department for the printing services. He now owns his own business, Cookson Publishing in Hanover, providing graphic design, typography and advertising layout to clients in the Upper Valley. He also has performed on stage with Covered Bridge Players, North Country Community Theater and The Christmas Revels.

· Laura Osborn, Norwich, Vt. Osborn has 17 years experience as a graphic designer and art director. From initial concept through final production, she has created communications that have helped clients — such as Dartmouth Medical School, Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, the Hopkins Center, Gifford Medical Center, Trumbull-Nelson, isee systems, the National Repertory Orchestra, Coors Brewing Company and Symbion — stand out from the crowd. She’s a volunteer reader at the Marion Cross school in Norwich and a member of a St. Denis team that puts on community dinners in White River Junction through Listen.

· Laura Jean Whitcomb, Grantham, N.H. Whitcomb is a marketing/PR consultant. She has a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Boston University and an MBA from Syracuse University in innovation management — a marketing specialty focused on developing new products or processes and bringing them to market. She provides free or reduced rate marketing and PR services to nonprofit organizations such as Good Beginnings of the Upper Valley and the Grantham Historical Society.

New Hampshire and Vermont towns covered in Upper Valley Life include: Bradford, Bridgewater, Canaan, Cornish, Enfield, Hanover, Hartford, Hartland, Lebanon, Lyme, Meriden, Norwich, Orford, Plainfield, Quechee, Thetford, West Hartford, West Lebanon, Windsor and Woodstock, to name a few.

Upper Valley Life will be available at retail outlets across the Upper Valley, as well as available by subscription. For more information, please go to www.uppervalleylife.com
About Upper Valley Life
Upper Valley Life provides community coverage of the towns of the Upper Valley. Articles will take you down the river from Piermont to Cornish, N.H., across the twin states from Barnard, Vt. to Canaan, N.H, and anywhere in between. Stop by our main office on 45 Lyme Road in Hanover, call us as (603) 643-8858 or check us out on the Web at www.uppervalleylife.com
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